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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-10 and 12-27 are currently pending in this application. However, claim 11 is 
missing from this original filling. According to rule 1 .126 the claims have been 
renumbered as claims 1-26. 

Applicant is required to correct the claims number and their dependency in response 
to this office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter that the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 6, 12 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

A. The following claims language is unclear and indefinite: 
The term "substantially" in claims 6, 12 and 18 lines 4 and 5 is a relative term 
which renders the claim indefinite. The term "substantially " is not defined by the claim, 
the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and 
one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
invention. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefore, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 



Claim 21-27 are rejected under 35 USC 101 because claim 22 recites " readable 
medium carrying" which is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
The claims are directed to a signal directly or indirectly by claiming a readable medium 
carrying and the Specification recites evidence where the computer readable medium is 
define as a "wave" (such as a carrier wave, see specification page 27, paragraph 78 
and 80). In that event, the claims are directed to a form of energy, which at present the 
office feels does not fall into a category of invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5.The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



(e)the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have 
the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 
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6. Claims 1-2, 4, 8-9, 11, 14-15, 17, 20-21 , 23 and 26_are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e) as being anticipated by Blackwell et al (U.S 7003781). 

7. As to claims 1 , 9, 15 and 21 , Blackwell teaches the invention as claimed including a 
product and method for processing data events captured in a multi-protocol 
communications system, the product and method comprising: 

accessing captured data events, each of the captured data events having an 
associated clock timestamp (abstract, lines 9-11; FIG.16-17, entry/exit time stamp; col. 
15, lines 59-67); 

sorting at least some of the captured data events according to the respective clock 
timestamps associated with each of the captured data events (FIG. 16, col. 16, lines 29- 
39); and 

displaying at least some of the sorted data events by way of a graphical user 
interface (FIG. 14: 19D, col. 16, lines 3-10). 

8. As to claim 2, Blackwell teaches, wherein the displayed data events represent at 
least two different communication protocols (FIG. 13; col. col. 14, lines 40-45; "internet" 
and "a global communication network" ; these claimed elements meet the claimed 
limitation of the claim). 
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9. As to claims 4, 11, 17 and 23, Tanaka teaches, wherein the clock timestamp is 
based upon one of: a reference clock; and, a protocol clock (FIG. 17). 

10. As to claim 5, Blackwell teaches, wherein the displayed data events are presented 
on the graphical user interface such that a temporal relationship between at least two of 
the displayed data events is apparent from the display (FIG. 3: 322, col. 7, lines 4-17; 
event a relationship type based on event message data time). 

1 1 . As to claims 8, 14, 20 and 26 Blackwell teaches, further comprising displaying 
information concerning at least some of the displayed data events, wherein the 
displayed information includes at least one of: a data event start time; a data event stop 
time; a data event delta time; a data event type; an analyzer port in connection with 
which a data event was captured; a timestamp value; and, a protocol type (FIG. 16-17; 
"event detail time value"). This clamed element meets the claimed limitation of the 
claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 3, 10, 16 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Blackwell et al (U.S 7003781 ) in view of Chen et al (US 
20070226547). 

14. As to claims 3, 10, 16 and 22 Blackwell teaches the invention substantially as 
claimed including a method for processing data events captured in a multi-protocol 
communications system as in claims 1 , 9, 16 and 22 above. 

However, Blackwell does not explicitly teach, selecting communication protocols 
from the group consisting of: Infiniband; Gigabit Ethernet; SONET; Fibre Channel; and, 
PCI Express. 

Whereas, in the same field of endeavor Chen_discloses a storage server 
coupled with a Gigabit Ethernet and Fibre Channel (FIG. 3; paragraph 5 and 52), 
where a LAN, well known in the art to use Ethernet, and the server connects to the 
storage device through a fiber channel). 
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It would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Blackwell's invention with Chen's invention to include more than 
one protocol to communicate on a network. One would be motivated combine these 
two references in order provide a standard data communication protocols over existing 
infrastructure, and to provide flexible management of storage (Chen's; paragraph 15). 



15. Claims 6-7, 12-13, 18-19 and 24-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Blackwell et al (U.S 7003781 ), in view of Grace (5748098). 

As to claims 6 and 7, Blackwell teaches, a temporal relationship between at least two of 
the displayed data events is apparent from the display as in claim 5 above. 

However, Blackwell does not explicitly teach, wherein the temporal relationship 
comprises one of the following a first data event preceded, followed and overlapped a 
second data event ; and a first data event and a second data event commenced 
substantial simultaneously and concluded substantially simultaneously ; and 
determining a causal relationship exists between the at least two sorted data events. 

Whereas, in the same field of endeavor Grace_discloses a management system 
of data events reported, where the data events are compared with historical data ;and 
wherein a determination of the events occurring simultaneously is made (abstract; and; 
col. 2, lines17-20; col. 5, lines 15-36); and wherein a determination of a causal 
relationship is made (col. 4, lines 13-23). 
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It would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Blackwell's invention with Grace's invention to include a data 
events management system for managing the occurrence of the events; determining 
simultaneous data events and causal relationship between data event. One would be 
motivated provide such management method and system for automatically processing 
alarm signals in a network management system (Grace's; col. 2, lines 50-55). 

15. As to claims 12-13, 18-19 and 24-25, they are rejected for the same reasons as 
claims 6 and 7 above. 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the 
applicant's disclosure. 

Grabarnik et al (US 20030074440) discloses a system and method for 
validation, completion and construction of event relationship networks. 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Exr. Abdou Seye whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1062. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, contact the 
examiner's supervisor, An Meng at (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for 
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formal or official faxes to Technology Center 3600 is (571 ) 273-8300. Draft or 
informal faxes, which will not be entered in the application, may be submitted 
directly to the examiner at (571 ) 273-6722. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone 
number is (571)272-3600. 

AKS 

March 03, 2008 



/Meng-Ai An/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2195 



